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Some are very desirous of taking a horse over the desert ;
which cannot be had at Busserah under 500 rupees, and the
carriage of his water and provisions will cost 100 more. If
the horse gets safe to Aleppo, which is a great question, he
will not sell it for above 300 rupees, so that the certain charge
will be 200. Besides, there is no riding a horse after nine in
the morning on account of the heat. Therefore, upon the
whole, I think it a needless expence; and as for my own part,
I always walked till that time. The carriage of every six dozen
bottles of liquor will cost 25 or 30 dollars.
A tent will be absolutely necessary, for sometimes the
caravan will encamp in the desert for two or three days to-
gether. With regard to provisions, there is no carrying of
potted meat, for the sun will spoil it the first day; nor yet
butter. But you may provide yourself writh ghee, or boiled
butter, cheese, thirty or forty tongues well cured, and a little
salt, and with these you may make a delicious repast. Onions
should be never forgot, because you will meet with hares
almost every day, and these are all the fresh meat you must
expect. Your cups and plates must be of copper tinned, unless
you will go to the expence of silver; but chinaware will be
very improper for this journey. Those who come from Bengal
may make use of their rattan hampers for provisions, which
they may lock up; and their wine must be put in chests which
will hold about three dozen each, one of which is to be hung
on each side of a camel. The skins for water must be bought
at Busserah, which will be best done by yourself, for there is
no trusting the Arabs. Let them always be kept full of water
till you set out; and frequently change it, by wiiich means
they will hold the better, and become sweet and clean. You
cannot be too careful in this respect, for water is principally
to be minded. You should likewise have a kettle which will
hold about five gallons, with a cock about an inch from the
bottom; for the water in the desert is so muddy, that there
is no way to make it fine, but by filling the kettle with water
over night, and drawing it off into your matarras1 in the
1 Arabic matara, meaning either a water-skin or (as here) a leathern
vessel.